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But this complaint should not detract from the fact that Michael
Williams has done a tremendous job of relaying a complex story.
Deforesting the Earth is well illustrated with both plates and maps,
although I found the lack of insets showing the geographical context
of the maps to be frustrating, and it is well written and eminently
readable. The sheer breadth of information in this book makes it a
valuable addition to any bookshelf belonging to people that want to
understand why the world’s forests look the way they do.

References

FAO (1995) Forest Resources Assessment 1990. Global Synthesis.
FAO Forestry Paper 124, Food and Agricultural Organization of
the United Nations, Rome, Italy.

FAO (2001) Forest Resource Assessment 2000. FAO Forestry Paper
140, Food and Agricultural Organization of the United Nations,
Rome, Italy.

Skole, D. & Tucker, C.J. (1993) Tropical deforestation and habitat
fragmentation in the Amazon: satellite data from 1978 to 1988.
Science 260: 1905–1910.

ROBERT M. EWERS

Institute of Zoology, Zoological Society of London
London NW1 4RY, UK
and Department of Zoology
University of Cambridge
Downing Street, Cambridge CB2 3EJ, UK
e-mail: robert.ewers@ioz.ac.uk

doi:10.1017/S0376892907233806

Conservation and the Genetics of Populations

BY FRED W. ALLENDORF AND GORDON LUIKART

xix + 642 pp., 34.5 × 17 × 3 cm, ISBN 1 4051 2145 9 paperback,
GB£ 34.99/US$ 69.95, Oxford, UK: Blackwell Publishing, 2006

This textbook provides a comprehensive overview of conservation
genetics, designed for advanced undergraduates and graduate
students of conservation genetics, natural resources management and
conservation biology, as well as professional conservation biologists.

The book contains 20 chapters in three sections. Part I introduces
the field of conservation genetics and then goes on to describe
variation in natural populations for phenotypes, chromosomes,
proteins and DNA. Part II is on mechanisms of evolutionary change
and covers basic population genetics, while Part III is on genetics
and conservation and addresses the more applied topics. Coverage
of topics is careful and considered, as would be expected from the
distinguished scientific reputations of the authors. Chapters contain
examples, discussion problems and problems to aid understanding,
quotes from prominent scientists at the beginning of each chapter, as
well as guest boxes from distinguished scientists in the field. The book
has an appendix on probability and statistics, a glossary and an index.
Problem answers are on the book web site. The textbook is carefully
compiled and referenced and contains very few typographical errors.

There are two other textbooks on conservation genetics, namely
Introduction to Conservation Genetics and A Primer of Conservation
Genetics, and I am senior author of both. The present book covers
similar material to the former (apart from guest boxes, an addition
chapter on invasive species, an appendix on probability and statistics

and a list of symbols), is of a similar length and is intended for a similar
audience. The messages from the two textbooks are similar. However,
the two textbooks differ substantially in style and presentation.
Allendorf and Luikart’s textbook has a more historical approach
to presentation and referencing, has fewer aids for students in terms
of summaries, main point boxes, lists of new terms, further reading at
the end of chapters, take home messages, problem answers in the book
and many fewer pen-and-ink drawings of organisms to help motivate
students. The present book has a stronger emphasis on phylogenetics,
but less emphasis on studies with laboratory species and much less
use of meta-analyses to resolve contentious issues where statistical
power is a critical issue. Both textbooks use examples from a broad
taxonomic and geographical range, but this book has a higher
proportion of fish and North American examples, as is expected
from the interests of the senior author and his primary abode. In the
earlier chapters, I found this book often went very quickly from very
simple to complex material within a chapter, rather than building
across chapters from simple to complex, a form of presentation that
is likely to worry the beginning student. Therefore the presentation
of this textbook is more likely to appeal to professional scientists and
advanced graduate students than to undergraduates.

Overall, this is an excellent, authoritative and scholarly book.
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As a sub-discipline of philosophy, environmental ethics is roughly
three decades old. Bryan Norton is one of the most influential
first-generation environmental philosophers. Norton is especially
well known for his work to fuse environmental philosophy with
environmental policy and for his admirable attempt to take
anthropocentrism (sometimes now referred to as ‘environmental
pragmatism’) seriously, and make others take it seriously as well.
Norton is, and has always been, at his best when he is forcing us to
enrich and expand the values that we assign to the work, even if those
values are ultimately human-centred. Measured in terms of direct
impact on environmental thinking and policy, Norton is arguably
one of the top two or three environmental philosophers in the world.
His reputation and import are demonstrated perfectly in this book.

In Sustainability Norton covers miles of ground. The title
alone indicates that the book sets out to say something definitive
on three of the biggest concepts currently bandied about in
environmental circles: sustainability, adaptive management and
ecosystem management (though Norton combines these last two into
‘adaptive ecosystem management’). Norton kindly provides a helpful
‘note to the busy reader’ that allows for various courses of navigation
through his massive effort. Overall, the book is written in a lucid




